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INTRODUCTION

Transparency is central to tackling corruption – access, 
participation and collaboration depend on it - and 
if transparency is the first step towards progress, 
accountability is the next. Yet holding governments 
accountable for the things they said they would do is the 
piece of the puzzle that all too often gets forgotten.  

When governments proactively inform the public of 
their activities it can boost trust and invite constructive 
engagement, allowing for long-term change to be more 
informed and as a result, more impactful. For the past 
decade there has been an international appreciation of 
public scrutiny as an effective accountability mechanism, 
with more governments opening up and encouraging their 
citizens to engage in their activities and processes. 

The 2016 Anti-Corruption Summit was one space where 
governments opened themselves up to public scrutiny; 
it raised the bar for international meetings, and set out 
a fresh, collaborative approach to anti-corruption. Over 
40 governments used the occasion to make hundreds 
of individual commitments, which starkly illustrated 
the varying levels of political will behind each country’s 
approach to tackling corruption at home and abroad. 

In the spirit of accountability, for the last two years 
Transparency International’s (TI) global movement has 
mobilised to follow up on these commitments; this report 
summarises the progress on implementation so far, with 
ever-changing information accurate as of September 
2018. 

Following an introduction to the background and scope 
of the research, we provide an explanation of the report’s 
methodology and limitations, highlight some noteworthy 
thematic examples and trends before providing key 
recommendations from the project’s findings so far. With 
deeper, country-specific assessments from TI chapters 
and partner organisations working on this project, the 
report provides some insight into the often unpredictable 
domestic environments within which these promises are to 
be delivered. 

There is much work to be done on reducing corruption, so 
it can be easy for leaders and activists alike to move onto 
the next challenge before the last has been completed. 
TI will continue to encourage leaders to think creatively in 
their solutions and commitments to tackling corruption, 
but not at the cost of leaving past pledges behind. It is 
important that as we praise the Summit commitments for 
their originality and ambition we also ask that every pledge 
be taken seriously.

However ambitious, the efforts made by these 
governments since 2016 mean something to citizens 
everywhere. This is accountability in action – and even 
beyond the countries listed in this report, governments 
are being closely watched and regularly scrutinised by 
anti-corruption experts who know what real progress 
looks like. And the good news here is that in a lot of these 
countries the mere knowledge that someone, somewhere, 
is shining a light on government action – or inaction – is 
enough to catalyse change.   
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BACKGROUND AND 
SCOPE OF PROJECT

Transparency International UK (TI-UK) has been working 
with other TI chapters and national partners to monitor 
government activity around delivering commitments made 
at the 2016 Anti-Corruption Summit. This global pledge 
tracking process has developed and matured since its 
early iterations, and seeks to offer a snapshot of clear 
and concise information on how each government has 
progressed on implementing its commitments. 

Currently, the Global Anti-Corruption Pledge Tracker has 
data on progress made on 127 commitments, and by 15 
governments. It focuses on commitments relevant to six 
themes:

• Asset Recovery
• Beneficial Ownership Transparency
• Law Enforcement
• Open Data
• Public Procurement
• Whistleblower and Civil Society Space Protection 

Where the scope was initially wider,1 we have now focused 
on these six themes to allow for depth rather than breadth 
in our assessments.
There are fewer governments included in the current 
sample. In our previous reports we collected data across 
27 countries and six international organisations; here we 
are concentrating on 16 countries. 

We have also added more status categories to allow for 
more nuance in explaining the many complex stages of 
progress.

All information and data mentioned in this report are 
visualised online, on the Global Anti-Corruption Pledge 
Tracker website: www.anticorruptionpledgetracker.com

1   3 Things We’ve Learned Since the Anti-Corruption Summit in London 2016 (September 2017) https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/3_things_weve_learned_since_the_anti_
corruption_summit_in_london_2016 
2  “43 Countries, 600 Commitments: Was The London Anti-Corruption Summit A Success?” (September 2016) https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/43_countries_600_commitments_
was_the_london_anti_corruption_summit_a_succes 

TI chapters and national partners were asked to categorise 
each commitment according to the following definitions:

Complete - This commitment has an end date and there is 
evidence it has been completed.

Ongoing - This commitment has no defined end date and 
there is evidence that activity has started.

Underway - This commitment has an end date and there is 
evidence that activity has started, but not completed.

No Data - There is no data on how this commitment is 
progressing.

Inactive - There is no evidence that activity has taken place 
on this commitment.

Overdue - There is evidence that this commitment has not 
been completed by the initial deadline.

Dropped - There is evidence that this commitment has 
been dropped by the government.

LIMITATIONS

The commitments covered by this phase of the project 
are limited to the six themes listed above, although some 
TI Chapters and partner organisations are also tracking 
commitments beyond those themes. These are likely to be 
referred to in the country assessments although they do 
not appear in the tables. 

Comparison across country or commitment progress 
is discouraged. Our initial analysis of how concrete, 
ambitious or new each commitment was, specific to 
country contexts, can provide an understanding of that 
strength.2

https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/3_things_weve_learned_since_the_anti_corruption_summit_in_london_2016
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/3_things_weve_learned_since_the_anti_corruption_summit_in_london_2016
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/43_countries_600_commitments_was_the_london_anti_corruption_summit_a_succes
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/43_countries_600_commitments_was_the_london_anti_corruption_summit_a_succes
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THEMATIC SNAPSHOTS

ASSET RECOVERY

The UK has proven to be a leader in asset 
recovery reform. The Government has gone 

beyond its original commitment to consult on 
Unexplained Wealth Orders (UWOs), which have now 

been legislated for, operationalised and issued. 

Through UWOs, law enforcement can more easily act on 
the assets of individuals who are reasonably suspected 

to have been enriched by criminal activity, including 
corruption. The UK’s leadership in this area should be 
an encouragement for other governments who have 

pledged to do the same.  
 

Read more about asset recovery in the UK on 
page 33

OPEN DATA

Of the eight open data 
commitments included in this year’s 

sample, Mexico owns four – and all have 
seen activity. 

 
As well as successfully implementing the 
Open Data Charter, Mexico continues to 

promote a data-driven culture and a coherent 
use of digital technology across all levels of 
government. Mexico is also the first country 

to implement the ‘Open Up Guide: Using 
Open Data to Combat Corruption’. 

 
Read more about open data in 

Mexico on page 19 

WHISTLEBLOWER & CIVIL 
SOCIETY PROTECTION

Bulgaria’s commitment to ensure citizens ‘are 
able to report incidents of corruption without fear of 

reprisal and with confidence that… their identity [will be] 
protected when necessary’ has been dropped.  

 
Bulgaria introduced a new anti-corruption law in early 2018, 
but provisions for anonymous reporting were abandoned – 
legislation still requires all reports of corruption to disclose 

the identity of the reporter. At present, the measures for 
protecting whistleblowers are far from the recognised 
international standards, and are likely to discourage 

those who might otherwise speak up.

Read more about whistleblower protection 
in Bulgaria on page 11.

3 Accountability in Action: The Impact of Monitoring the Implementation of the 2016 Anti-Corruption Summit Commitments
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

The International Anti-Corruption 
Coordination Centre (IACCC) was set 
up in July 2017, and law enforcement 

agencies from Australia, New Zealand and 
the UK are listed as participants. 

The IACCC is designed to bring together 
specialist law enforcement officers from 
multiple agencies around the world to 
tackle allegations of grand corruption. 
The IACCC will be hosted in London 

until 2021 when it is anticipated 
that hosting will transfer to 

another participant 
country.

PUBLIC 
PROCUREMENT 

ProZorro – Ukraine’s e-procurement 
system – is an example of how transparency 

in public contracting can work.  
 

Any person, media professional or 
representative of an oversight body can be 

virtually present in the bidding process, 
and attempts to run a rigged tender are 

immediately visible to the public. 

Read more about public procurement 
in Ukraine on page 35

BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP 
TRANSPARENCY

In March 2018 Indonesia introduced a regulation 
requiring corporations to disclose information about 

their beneficial owners. This level of transparency 
is anticipated to play a large role in limiting money 

laundering through Southeast Asia’s largest economy. 

All ownership data must be updated at least once a 
year and is open to the public on request. 

Read more about beneficial ownership 
transparency in Indonesia on page 15 

Transparency International UK 4
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TRENDS 

Each of the 15 countries covered in this sample made 
their own set of commitments, and have delivered 
against them at their own pace. However, many of our 
TI Chapters and partners have encountered the same 
challenges; throughout the country assessments in this 
report a number of common issues have emerged. Below 
is a summary of the trends appearing across our global 
tracking efforts.

Attention leads to action

There is a sense among many of our partners that their 
governments’ efforts to deliver on their commitments 
are largely due to the fact that they know their activities 
are being tracked. Although this is a concern for 
our colleagues in Mexico (p.19) who see a risk in the 
commitments being treated as a tick-box exercise, 
in Spain (p.29) there is a recognition of the power of 
civil society scrutiny and pressure as a catalyst for 
implementation.  

Lack of coordination between government 
departments or agencies

TI chapters and partners in Indonesia (p.15), Kenya (p.17) 
and Nigeria (p.23) reported a lack of coordination or 
collaboration between their government departments 
or agencies. This disconnect is seen to slow down the 
pace of progress, and leads citizens to doubt that anti-
corruption efforts are a priority across all government 
departments. 

Threat to independence of anti-corruption bodies 

It is important that a government’s agencies, departments 
and bodies entrusted with tackling corruption are able to 
be independent in that fight - to ensure that they remain 
apolitical, impartial and consistent through their activities. 
However, reports from Afghanistan (p.7) and Ukraine 
(p.35) demonstrate that achieving or protecting that 
independence has been challenging so far.  

Weak pledges are hard to track

Monitoring implementation is only a possibility if you know 
what you’re looking for. Although almost every government 
made some weak pledges at the Summit, our chapters in 
New Zealand (p.21) and Switzerland (p.31) have reported 
that vague and non-binding commitments have made 
accountability efforts that much harder. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS

These recommendations are informed by the trends 
identified and listed above, and should be considered 
by governments when making and delivering on anti-
corruption commitments in the future. 

• Governments should use the 2018 International 
Anti-Corruption Conference (IACC) to: explain the 
steps they have taken to advance their 2016 Anti-
Corruption Summit commitments; re-state their 
will to deliver on all outstanding commitments; and 
make new, ambitious and concrete commitments 
with the intention of reducing corruption at home 
and overseas. 

• Governments should fulfil their existing anti-
corruption commitments, proactively publish 
information on when and how progress is made, 
and promote peer learning amongst stakeholders 
where possible.

• Governments should embed anti-corruption 
commitments into relevant national accountability 
mechanisms, such as anti-corruption strategies 
or Open Government Partnership National Action 
Plans. There should be a consistent, government-
wide approach to anti-corruption. 

• Governments should be concrete and ambitious 
when making new anti-corruption commitments. 
Commitments should be time-bound, with clarity 
over which departments or public bodies are 
responsible for delivering them.
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“

AFGHANISTAN

Assessment by Integrity Watch Afghanistan (IWA):

“The Afghan Government made several ambitious anti-
corruption commitments at the Anti-Corruption Summit 
in 2016. Many of them were new including on beneficial 
ownership, public finance transparency, and anti-
corruption agencies. The political will to implement the 
commitments has had its ups and downs over the last 
two years; it was questionable or weak but it was not non-
existent. 

“The main reason behind this unsatisfactory progress 
was that the political leadership had not turned its will into 
action through establishing an institutional mechanism 
to oversee the implementation of the commitments. 
Even a focal point to follow up the commitments was not 
assigned. In addition, there is no capacity or willingness 
at mid-level bureaucracy in many of the government 
agencies, and the political leadership has not addressed 
this.

“However, there have been some changes recently. 
The Government has created a special Secretariat to a 
Presidential Council to oversee its anti-corruption strategy, 
which will include the commitments made at a global 
level. The Government has recently shown willingness 
to incorporate the 2016 Summit commitments into its 
national strategies and plans.”

SUCCESSES

“The Afghan Government has completed two of its major 
commitments made at the 2016 Summit. The High 
Council on Rule of Law and Anti-Corruption presided over 
by the President meets every month to discuss and decide 
on major anti-corruption issues. The Council has become 
more effective in the last year with the approval of an anti-
corruption strategy and a special secretariat to follow its 
implementation. The Government also established an Anti-
Corruption Justice Centre where police, prosecutors and 
judges sit under one roof to expedite prosecution of grand 
corruption cases. The Centre has had three dozen cases 
in the last two years, which have included around a dozen 
Generals.”3

3  The High Council on Rule of Law and Anti-Corruption and the Anti-Corruption Justice Centre do not fall under the six focus themes and so do not appear in the table opposite. More 
information can be found at https://president.gov.af/en/about-national-high-council-for-rule-of-law-and-anti-corruption/?q=council and https://unama.unmissions.org/afghan-anti-corruption-
centre-established-un-support, respectively.  

CHALLENGES

“The Government has consistently refused to create 
independent anti-corruption agencies as stipulated in the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) 
and reiterated at the 2016 Summit. The Ministry of 
Justice and civil society organisations prepared a draft 
anti-corruption law that would establish an independent 
anti-corruption agency as early as 2016 following the 
London Summit. However, the political leadership refused 
to process the law because it viewed independent 
agencies as unconstitutional. In mid-2017, when the 
government prepared its anti-corruption strategy, all of 
the efforts by civil society organisations failed because the 
political leadership vetoed any inclusion of an independent 
agency in the strategy. The anti-corruption law was finally 
approved by the cabinet ‘in principle’ in September 2018 
but has significantly weakened the independent anti-
corruption commission.”

Afghanistan Anti-Corruption Pledge Tracker: 
www.ac-commitments.af 

The Afghan Government has made 
several anti-corruption efforts since the 
2016 Anti-Corruption Summit, but it has 
not institutionalised those anti-corruption 
campaigns through independent agencies. 
The few achievements the Government 
has had risk being backtracked on.

Integrity Watch Afghanistan

https://president.gov.af/en/about-national-high-council-for-rule-of-law-and-anti-corruption/?q=council
https://unama.unmissions.org/afghan-anti-corruption-centre-established-un-support
https://unama.unmissions.org/afghan-anti-corruption-centre-established-un-support
http://www.ac-commitments.af
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Afghanistan has made on delivering commitments from 
the Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

4   Afghanistan Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522697/Afghanistan

The commitments listed here are taken from Afghanistan’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes. 4

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery Legislation
Strengthening asset recovery legislation, including through non- 
conviction based confiscation powers and the introduction of 
unexplained wealth orders

No Data

Asset Recovery
Asset Recovery 

Guidelines

Developing internationally endorsed guidelines for the 
transparent and accountable management of returned stolen 
assets,

No Data

Beneficial 
Ownership

Property

Taking steps to ensure transparency of the ownership and 
control of all companies involved in property purchase and 
public contracting. Supporting the establishment of transparent 
central registers of foreign companies bidding on public 
contracts and buying property, and intend to explore options for 
taking similar action.

No Data

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Contracting

Taking steps to ensure transparency of the ownership and 
control of all companies involved in property purchase and 
public contracting. Supporting the establishment of transparent 
central registers of foreign companies bidding on public 
contracts and buying property, and intend [sic] to explore 
options for taking similar action.

No Data

Beneficial 
Ownership

Automatic 
Exchange of 
Information

Joining the pilot initiative for automatic exchange of beneficial 
information 

No Data

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Register
Establishing public central registers of company beneficial 
ownership information

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
Domestic Law 
Enforcement

Ensuring that law enforcement agencies have full and effective 
access to beneficial ownership information for companies and 
other legal entities registered within their jurisdiction

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Corrupt Bidders
Exploring ways of sharing information on corrupt bidders across 
borders

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Debarment 
Database

Establishing accessible central databases of companies with 
final convictions

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Open Contracting 
Data Standard

Working towards phased implementation of the principles of the 
Open Contracting Data Standard , focusing on major projects as 
an early priority

Ongoing

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522697/Afghanistan.pdf
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AUSTRALIA

Assessment by Transparency International Australia:

“Australia’s Summit commitments were not overly 
ambitious and in particular, progress on implementing the 
anti-corruption measures has been slow. Nonetheless, 
there has been good progress on implementation on 
tax transparency measures, and that reform continues. 
There has been considerable public consultation and 
several parliamentary inquiries on beneficial ownership 
transparency, the Extractives Industry Transparency 
Initiative (EITI), anti-money laundering (AML), counter 
terrorism financing (CTF) and whistleblower protection. 
However, these efforts haven’t led to implementation and 
the pace of reform remains glacial. For example, the AML/
CTF Tranche 2 has been 11 years in development. Further, 
despite commitments to EITI and beneficial ownership 
transparency being part of the first Open Government 
National Action Plan, no progress has been made on 
these. Implementation has been further delayed with 
political instability and restructuring within the Australian 
government.”

SUCCESSES

“In addition to reform of tax measures, an early success 
was Australia’s commitment to the International Anti-
Corruption Coordination Centre.  Following the Summit, 
there has been progress on some commitments which 
were included in Australia’s first National Action Plan (NAP) 
for the Open Government Partnership (OGP). The OGP 
commitments were foreshadowed in Australia’s statement 
at the Summit. 

“Some solid progress has been made on strengthening 
whistleblower protection, with steps towards widening 
the commitment to address strengthening such measures 
in the private as well as the public sector. Despite the 
slow progress on anti-corruption measures, momentum 
is building, and options now exist for strengthening 
Australia’s integrity systems and anti-corruption 
framework.”

CHALLENGES

“Despite numerous opportunities for engagement and 
consultation on the commitments made, and willing public 
officials to do the hard work, political progress remains 
glacial. A key challenge is the lack of Ministerial champions 
to actively take this work forward. This is evident for 
example with the OGP, which has very low visibility within 
government and the broader community. In other areas, 
such as the EITI, implementation progress has either 
stalled or gone backwards, despite support from industry.

“Another recent change of Prime Minister has further 
delayed expected new measures from moving towards 
implementation.”

“We value our engagement with government 
on anti-corruption and integrity issues, 
but now we need political will and action. 
Implementing commitments made will 
help restore trust and confidence in 
government.

Transparency International Australia
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Australia has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

5  Australia Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522699/Australia.pdf 

The commitments listed here are taken from Australia’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes. 5 

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery Legislation

Australia has effective laws for asset recovery, including non-
conviction based confiscation powers and unexplained wealth 
orders. We will continue to review our legislative framework to 
ensure its continued effectiveness

Inactive

Beneficial 
Ownership

Information 
collection, 
sharing, 

availability

Australia has tracing powers for beneficial ownership of listed 
companies and investment schemes and is committed to 
ensuring that adequate, accurate and timely information on 
beneficial ownership and control is available to competent 
authorities

Inactive

Beneficial 
Ownership

Central Register
Australia is committed to exploring, via public consultation, 
options for a beneficial ownership register for companies

Overdue

Beneficial 
Ownership

EITI
We welcome the new 2016 EITI Standard, in particular the 
requirements on beneficial ownership and the sale of the state’s 
share of production

Underway

Law Enforcement

International 
Anti-Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

Australia will work with the UK and others to establish the new 
International Anti-Corruption Coordination Centre, to streamline 
and focus international cooperation in cases of grand corruption 
with international dimensions

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting 

Data Standard

Australia supports the Open Contracting Data Standard, and 
notes the role the Standard can play in encouraging machine-
readable open data formats across all areas of government

Underway

Whistleblower/
Civil Society 

Space Protection

Protecting 
Whistleblowers

Australia is developing strengthened whistleblower protections 
designed to protect those who disclose information on tax 
misconduct to the Australian Taxation Office. Whistleblowers 
will have their identity protected and will be protected from 
victimisation and civil and criminal action to encourage them to 
come forward and help support compliance with Australia’s tax 
laws

Ongoing

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522699/Australia.pdf
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BULGARIA

Assessment by Transparency International Bulgaria 
(TI-Bulgaria):

“Of all 11 commitments made during the London Summit, 
TI-Bulgaria were only able to detect progress in 4. The rest 
of them were either too vague with unclear responsibility 
for implementation, or lacked specific measures which 
limited the possibilities for tracking of any advancement. 
The Bulgarian Government’s pledges were missing from 
political and media debate: the lack of public information 
and communication on the topic lessened public pressure 
and demand for the Government to keep its promises.

“In early 2018 the Parliament passed a new anti-corruption 
law, building on the previous Prevention of Conflict of 
Interest Act and Illegal Asset Forfeiture Act. The main 
shortcomings of the asset recovery mechanism however 
were not overcome; for instance, the actual collecting 
of the forfeited assets (not only by a court decision) and 
their management still needs to be improved. A better 
approach to publication of information in an accessible 
and understandable data format is also needed.

“The current legal regulations regarding the protection 
of persons who are reporting misconduct or other 
wrongdoing by a senior public official should be further 
developed through designing specific instruments and 
rules of procedure. The national legal framework should 
provide for dedicated rules for whistleblower protection 
and redress.”

SUCCESSES

“The efforts taken for development and implementation of 
the new e-procurement system should be appreciated. 
Currently the register, maintained by the country’s Public 
Procurement Agency, only provides access to a few pieces 
of information and documents regarding procurement 
procedures run by public authorities. It is burdensome for 
journalists and especially for average citizens to check 
out numerous websites of public bodies one-by-one to 
get more detailed data, which stops them from making 
informed opinions.

“The plan is that the e-procurement portal will incorporate 
all information regarding procurement procedures and 
offer access from a single point, while also providing the 
contracting authorities and the bidders with functionalities 
aiming at reducing bureaucracy and any administrative 
burden. The e-procurement portal is still expected to be 
launched; an evaluation of its effectiveness is thus yet to 
be done.”

CHALLENGES 

“The most important commitment to actively investigate 
the link between corruption and organised crime and cut 
access of companies profiting from illicit activities to public 
procurement has not materialised. No specific action plan 
or practical tools exceeding the existing European Union 
(EU) and national legal regulations have been introduced. 
The society’s trust in almost all public institutions, including 
the legislature, the government and the judiciary remains 
low and has even further decreased because of several 
media scandals revealing connections between politicians 
and business.

“The commitment to guarantee safe reporting of 
corrupt behaviour by allowing for anonymous reporting 
was dropped. While TI-Bulgaria acknowledges the 
apprehension of false reports, aiming at defamation 
of political or business competitors, the measures for 
protection of whistleblowers are far from the recognised 
international standards. Such an approach cannot be 
assessed to be encouraging people to speak up.”

“Anti-corruption efforts should be 
measured by actions taken, rather than by 
commitments made.

Transparency International Bulgaria (TI-Bulgaria)
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Bulgaria has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

6  Bulgaria Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522700/Bulgaria.pdf 

The commitments listed here are taken from Bulgaria’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes. 6 

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery
Accountable 
Repatriation

Bulgaria commits to providing technical assistance and expertise 
on asset recovery and welcomes international cooperation on 
transparent and accountable management of returned assets

Ongoing

Asset Recovery Legislation

Bulgaria commits to uncovering, seizing and returning the proceeds 
of corruption to their legitimate owners. Bulgaria’s Commission 
for the Withdrawal of Criminal Assets has gained strength and 
considerable experience in recovering and confiscating illicit 
proceeds and will benefit from its proposed inclusion in a new 
powerful Anti-corruption Bureau proposed under the Draft 
Corruption Prevention and Confiscation of Criminal Assets Act. The 
draft Law focuses on cases of unexplained wealth and allows for 
the reversal of burden of proof

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public 
Contracting

Bulgaria commits to actively investigating the link between 
corruption and organised crime. Organised criminals use the 
proceeds from illicit market activities and contraband to influence 
the judiciary, law-enforcement, central and local government, 
and the media in order to facilitate their criminal activities, launder 
proceeds, or win public contracts for their legal fronts. Profits from 
public contracts awarded to companies linked to organised crime 
are used to finance VAT fraud schemes or the illicit trade in excise 
tax goods or drugs. Seizing the profits of organised criminals and 
denying access to public contracts of their front companies is key 
to tackling corruption

No Data

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Register

Bulgaria commits to exposing illicit financial flows through lifting the 
veil of secrecy over who owns and controls companies. It already 
has made public its registry for companies registered under its 
own jurisdiction and supports internationally recognised measures 
that ensure accurate and timely information on foreign registered 
beneficial ownership is made available to all those who need it

No Data

Public 
Procurement

Transparency 
and Integrity

Bulgaria commits to keeping public contracting and government 
budgets open and transparent to prevent and expose the theft and 
misuse of taxpayers’ money

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting 

Data Standard

Bulgaria commits to the implementation of the Open Contracting 
Data Standard as part of its new e-government procurement work

Underway

Whistleblower/ 
Civil Society 

Space 
Protection

Reporting 
Corruption

Bulgaria commits to ensuring citizens are able to report incidents 
of corruption without fear of reprisal and with confidence that any 
credible information they provide will be acted on and their identity 
protected when necessary. Bulgaria’s Draft Corruption Prevention 
and Confiscation of Criminal Assets Act has detailed provisions 
regarding the credibility and admissibility of anonymous signals 
aiming to encourage citizens to report corruption while protecting 
their identities

Dropped

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522700/Bulgaria.pdf
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GHANA

Assessment by Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII):

“The Ghanaian Government has had a mixed bag of 
impressive and less progressive results in delivering these 
selected pledges. One reason for this may have been the 
change of government in January 2017 – with the new 
Government taking some time to settle in – however, 
the new Government has committed to continuing the 
various interventions towards achieving the 2016 Summit 
commitments. For instance, the Vice President of Ghana 
committed to ensuring that Ghana will establish a public 
register of beneficial ownership information during the 
regional workshop, ‘Supporting New Beneficial Ownership 
Transparency Champions’, held in Ghana in February 
2018.  Since then the Companies Bill 2016, which 
incorporated beneficial ownership disclosure clauses, has 
been reviewed and laid in Parliament for the first reading. 
It is hoped that the Bill will be passed before the end of 
2018 or by the first quarter of 2019. 

“In view of progress made on the legislative front, civil 
society organisations are engaging with the Registrar of 
Companies to set up the infrastructure to facilitate the 
disclosure of beneficial ownership information in Ghana. 
Since June 2017 under the e-Transform Project, Ghana 
has begun to develop electronic Government Procurement 
(e-GP) and an Applications Service Provider - European 
Dynamics - has been engaged. To date the e-GP system 
has been developed and is at the testing stage, with 
personnel from the Six Pilot Institutions conducting User 
Acceptance Tests. Electronic procurement planning 
has also been developed and is on the website of the 
Public Procurement Authority. As of May 31 2018, the 
Witness Protection Bill has been passed and it is awaiting 
Presidential assent.” 

SUCCESSES

“Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII) has worked with state 
entities like the Attorney General, Registrar General, the 
Public Procurement Authority and Financial Intelligence 
Centre (FIC) on the various commitments, and it has 
produced results even when a new government assumed 
office after the original commitments were made. Existing 
interventions initiated by the Ghana Extractive Industry 
Transparency Initiative (GHEITI) were supported by GII, and 
collaboration with the media went a long way in ensuring 
progress was made towards fulfilling the commitments.

“Frameworks such as the Right to Information Law and the 
Witness Protection Law were initiated and implemented to 
support the Beneficial Ownership Disclosure efforts. This 
was in a bid to ensure the transparency and integrity of 
governance and resource management, and to ensure the 
systems were complementary.”

CHALLENGES 

“Lack of resources for the Registrar General to set up 
the Beneficial Ownership Register slowed down the 
implementation of the Beneficial Ownership Disclosure 
Regime in Ghana, as well as GII’s ability to advocate for 
change.”

“The only companies published on the Public Procurement 
Authority’s website as having being debarred for engaging 
in procurement irregularities are those debarred by the 
World Bank. Even though the Government appointed 
a Minister of State responsible for Procurement, 
information about how this appointment is contributing 
to the implementation of the Anti-Corruption Summit 
commitments is not forthcoming. Citizens are wondering 
if the country is obtaining value for money considering the 
expenditure that will go with setting up a whole Ministry.”

Ghana Anti-Corruption Pledge Tracker: 
www.ghanaanticorruptionpledgetracker.org

“Anti-corruption commitments can only be 
fulfilled once politically exposed persons 
carry-through implementation and 
reporting of corruption.

Ghana Integrity Initiative

http://www.ghanaanticorruptionpledgetracker.org
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Ghana has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

7  Ghana Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522707/Ghana.pdf

The commitments listed here are taken from Ghana’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes. 7

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Register

Ghana is committed to preventing the misuse of companies 
and legal arrangements to hide the proceeds of corruption and 
commits to strengthening further both the Companies Bill and the 
Petroleum (Exploration and Production) Bill that are currently before 
Parliament to ensure that we have public beneficial ownership 
information and central register for all sectors, including oil and gas 
sector, in line with UNCAC and FATF Recommendations as well as 
the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) standards that 
Ghana is implementing; ensuring that accurate and timely company 
beneficial ownership information, including in the extractives, is 
available and accessible to the public

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting 

Data Standard

Ghana will work towards making government public procurement 
‘open by default’ – beginning with Open Contracting Data 
Standards for high value contracts and contracts in the oil, gas and 
mining sector

Overdue

Public 
Procurement

Debarment

Ghana is committed to exploring further options for improving 
transparency and openness in the area of public contracting 
and will continue to blacklist and debar service providers and 
contractors who engage in corrupt and other related misconduct in 
public procurement

Overdue

Whistleblower 
/Civil Society 

Space Protection

Reporting 
Corruption

Ghana is strengthening the necessary legislative and other 
measures to enhance the capacity of the public/citizens and 
encourage them to report corruption without fear of victimization, 
and commits to: improve and extend the recently established 
Citizens complaints Centre in Accra to other regions of the country

Complete

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522707/Ghana.pdf
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INDONESIA

Assessment by Transparency International 
Indonesia: 

“The Government of Indonesia has successfully 
implemented its Anti-Corruption Summit commitments. 
Indonesia completed 95%, or 18 out of 19, of its 
commitments. 

“The most recently fulfilled pledge is the commitment to 
establish a database of beneficial ownership information 
and to set beneficial ownership compliance as a condition 
for getting permits in the mining sector.” 

SUCCESSES

“To prevent and eradicate corruption, specifically the 
crime of money laundering and terrorism financing, the 
government has issued Presidential Regulation Number 
13 of 2018 on the Implementation of Know Your Beneficial 
Owner Principle by Corporations to Prevent and Eradicate 
Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism (Regulation 
13/2018). In Regulation 13/2018, every corporation is 
required to disclose its beneficial owner.

“Indonesia launched SNI ISO 37001, an anti-bribery 
management instrument designed to help organisations 
(public and private) to develop, implement, maintain 
and improve an anti-bribery program. SNI ISO 37001 is 
adopted from ISO 37001-2016: Anti-bribery Management 
Systems Requirements released by the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO).”

CHALLENGES

“Although many efforts have been made by the 
Government to tackle corruption, there remain problems 
with Indonesia’s approach. 

“There is a lack of collaboration between parties that carry 
out the anti-corruption efforts, a lack of commitments on 
the sub-national level and a wide range of focus areas – 
without much focus.  

“However, in July 2018, the President of Indonesia 
launched President Regulation 54/2018 on National 
Strategy on Prevention of Corruption. In this regulation, the 
President stressed the importance of government efforts 
to prevent corruption, of focusing only on few strategic 
sectors, and of good collaboration among stakeholders.

“The President Regulation was followed by a declaration 
from the Minister of Home Affairs that all Governors, 
Mayors, and Regents have to put anti-corruption as 
their main policy priority, clearly stating that they can 
be discharged from their office if they do not follow the 
Regulation.”

“We appreciate the Government of Indonesia 
for completing their Anti-Corruption 
Summit commitments. However, to 
ensure implementation and effectiveness 
of these anti-corruption commitments the 
Government of Indonesia needs political 
support from the legislature and other 
stakeholders.

Transparency International Indonesia
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Indonesia has made on delivering commitments from 
the Summit, across six themes, since 2016.

8  Indonesia Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522708/Indonesia.pdf

The commitments listed here are taken from Indonesia’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes. 8

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery
Accountable 
Repatriation

We commit to participate in the second review cycle of the 
implementation of Chapter V on Asset Recovery of the United 
Nations Convention Against Corruption

Complete

Asset Recovery Compensation

We will develop common principles governing the payment of 
compensation to the countries affected, to ensure that such 
payments are made safely, fairly and in a transparent manner, 
under the framework of UNCAC

Complete

Asset Recovery
International 
Cooperation

We will afford one another the widest measures of cooperation 
and assistance in asset recovery

Complete

Asset Recovery StAR
We commit to strengthen the Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative 
(StAR) in support of countries’ efforts to recover and return 
stolen assets

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Information 
collection, sharing, 

availability

We commit to improving the transparency of the beneficial 
ownership of legal persons and legal arrangements to prevent 
misuse of these entities and arrangements for corruption, tax 
evasion, terrorist financing and money laundering

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Register
We commit to exploring the establishment of public central 
registers of company beneficial ownership information

Complete

Open Data
G20 Open Data 

Principles
We will work toward the full implementation of the G20 Anti-
Corruption Open Data Principles

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Debarment 
Database

We commit to strengthen central databases of public 
contracting companies with final convictions

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Transparency and 
Integrity

We will work toward the full implementation of the principles 
of the G20 Principles for Promoting Integrity in Public 
Procurement and the relevant provisions in United Nations 
Convention Against Corruption

Complete

Whistleblower/
Civil Society 

Space Protection

Protecting 
Whistleblowers

We commit to strengthen whistle blower system and protect 
those who have provided information on corruption

Complete

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522708/Indonesia.pdf
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KENYA

Assessment by Transparency International Kenya 
(TI-Kenya): 

“The Government of Kenya has made some progress 
towards realisation of the Anti-Corruption Summit 
commitments. It is fair to state that most of the progress 
so far can be characterised as groundwork that is crucial 
towards realisation of the original commitment. 

“For example, for the commitment on establishing a public 
register with company beneficial ownership information, 
the focus has been getting the framework for gathering 
beneficial ownership information adopted.  This is a crucial 
first step that lays the foundation for discourse regarding 
the custodian of the information, who has access to which 
level of information and for what purpose. 

“Similarly, the requirement that all public procuring entities 
publish on their websites, and other available public 
spaces, information regarding all tenders awarded is also 
a good step towards realising the commitment regarding a 
central register of local and foreign companies bidding on 
public contracts.” 

SUCCESSES

“Tremendous progress has been made towards getting 
Kenya a registry with companies’ beneficial ownership 
information. The drafting of regulations to guide the 
process has been a particularly welcome move from 
the Business Registration Service. Once established, all 
companies registered within Kenya with local or foreign 
ownership will be required to file the requisite beneficial 
ownership information with the Registrar of Companies.  
Parallel but complementary to the process has been the 
issuing of an executive order on procurement that has 
served to give impetus to the process. 

“The signing of agreements between Kenya and Jersey, 
Switzerland and the United Kingdom and to repatriate 
ill-gotten wealth has created an opportunity to start the 
discourse on a legal, policy and institutional framework 
that allows for a transparent and accountable use of 
recovered funds.” 

DISAPPOINTMENTS/CHALLENGES

“It is likely that there is a disconnect between the office in 
charge of the pledges (The Attorney General’s office and 
the Department of Justice) and the office of the President 
and the office of the Deputy President. The change of 
guard at both the office of the Attorney General and the 
office of the Solicitor General in early 2018 might have also 
contributed to the slow progress.

“Additionally, there has been no proactive, public 
communication from any public agency regarding the 
commitments and their implementation status, thus 
making it difficult to track government priority or focus on 
said implementation.“

Kenya Anti-Corruption Pledge Tracker: 
www.pledgetracker.tikenya.org

“
There has been some notable groundwork 
done that can contribute towards the 
realisation of the Summit commitments. 
It is time for a deliberate focus on 
implementation.

Transparency International Kenya

http://www.pledgetrackeer.tikenya.org
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Kenya has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

9  Kenya Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522719/Kenya.pdf

The commitments listed here are taken from Kenya’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes. 9

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset 
Recovery

Accountable 
Repatriation

Kenya commits to strengthening her asset recovery legislation and 
to strengthening capacities to undertake civil assets recovery. Kenya 
supports the development of internationally-endorsed guidelines for 
the transparent and accountable management of returned stolen 
assets

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
Domestic Law 
Enforcement

Kenya commits to ensuring that international and domestic law 
enforcement agencies have full and effective access to beneficial 
ownership information for companies and other legal entities 
registered within their jurisdiction

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
International Law 

Enforcement

Kenya commits to ensuring that international and domestic law 
enforcement agencies have full and effective access to beneficial 
ownership information for companies and other legal entities 
registered within their jurisdiction

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Central Register
Kenya welcomes the establishment of transparent central registers of 
foreign and local companies bidding on public contracts and buying 
property, and will pursue options for taking similar action

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Register
Kenya will take measures in line with her new Companies regulatory 
framework to establish public central registers of company beneficial 
ownership information

Ongoing

Law 
Enforcement

International 
Anti-Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

Kenya offers to host the African Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement 
Coordination Centre

Inactive

Law 
Enforcement

International 
Anti-Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

Kenya supports the setting up of international mechanisms, to 
facilitate better coordination of anti-corruption law enforcement 
efforts and welcomes the establishment of an International Anti-
Corruption Law Enforcement Coordination Centre and will work 
closely and cooperate with it and relevant international organizations

Inactive

Public 
Procurement

Debarment 
Database

Kenya commits to establishing accessible central databases of 
companies and individuals convicted of bribery and corrupt practices 
and to exploring ways of sharing information on corrupt bidders 
across borders

Inactive

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522719/Kenya.pdf
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MEXICO

Assessment by Transparencia Mexicana (TM): 

“Overall, Mexico has made progress in implementing the 
commitments. For most of them, activities have begun 
and sparked dialogue, thus pushing the commitments 
forward. However, some of them have stalled or are 
progressing slowly. 

“The Mexican Government has assumed these 30 
commitments as part of the national anti-corruption 
policy, and they are complementary to the operation of 
the National Anti-Corruption System which was approved 
at the Constitutional level in 2015 and approved in 
secondary legislation in 2016. It is crucial that the Mexican 
Government guarantees compliance of its acquired 
anti-corruption commitments, as well as promoting 
comprehensive anti-corruption policies.”

SUCCESSES

“Among the commitments made by Mexico, those relevant 
to open data and public procurement show the most 
progress.
 
“Mexico is the first country to implement the “Open Up 
Guide: Using Open Data to Combat Corruption”, a global 
tool aimed at helping countries identify 30 key datasets 
that should exist in open data formats to help the anti-
corruption cycle: prevention, detection, investigation, and 
sanction. As a result, a match between 72 databases 
and 30 key datasets was identified; further, seven new 
databases were published and documentation was 
improved for another 32 databases. 

“For public procurement, the conversations and actions 
at the Federal level which aimed to put open contracting 
mechanisms into practice have advanced, including 
through the implementation of the Mexican version of the 
Open Contracting Data Standard (OCDS).”

10  Mexico Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522966/Mexico.pdf 

CHALLENGES

“Two major general challenges and areas for concern 
should be noted. 

“Firstly, there is a risk that commitments are seen as tasks 
to be checked off a list and then forgotten, rather than as 
an opportunity or means to drive reform and start new and 
important conversations in Mexico – which may otherwise 
be forgotten. 

“Secondly, the new Administration should adopt the 
commitments as its own, as well as ensuring sustained 
progress and delivery of the pledges from the 2016 Anti-
Corruption Summit.“

 

OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Mexico has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

The commitments listed here are taken from Mexico’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes.10

“Compliance with the commitments goes 
beyond a Presidential administration 
and Mexico can become a trailblazer by 
pushing the global anti-corruption agenda 
forward.

Transparencia Mexicana

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522966/Mexico.pdf
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Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset 
Recovery

Compensation

We will develop common principles governing the payment of 
compensations by corruption offenders to the countries affected, 
ensuring that such payments are made safely, fairly and in a 
transparent manner

No Data

Asset 
Recovery

Asset 
Recovery 
Guidelines

We commit to develop internationally-endorsed guidelines for the 
transparent and accountable administration of returned assets

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
Domestic Law 
Enforcement

We commit to promote that law enforcement agencies at the national/
federal level, have full and effective access to beneficial ownership 
information for companies and other legal entities registered within their 
jurisdiction

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Central 
Register

We commit to exploring interoperability of different databases regarding 
public contracts information and business registries

Underway

Beneficial 
Ownership

Property
We will take steps to ensure transparency of the ownership and control 
of all companies involved in property purchase and public contracting

Underway

Open Data
Open Data 

Charter

We commit to implement the International Open Data Charter and 
explore its Anti-Corruption Sector Package as a useful tool to promote 
greater coherence and collaboration among open data initiatives at a 
global scale

Complete

Open Data Data Literacy We commit to promote a data-driven culture in the public sector Ongoing

Open Data Data Literacy
We commit to promote coherent use of digital technologies across 
policy areas and levels of government in the fight against corruption

Ongoing

Open Data
G20 Open 

Data Principles

We commit to the implementation of the G20 Anti-Corruption Open 
Data Principles, the identification of best practices related to the use 
of Open Data to fight corruption and to the continuous work around 
Open Data in the G20 Anti-Corruption Working Group and its Action 
Plans

Underway

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting 

Data Standard

We will work towards the implementation of the Open Contracting 
Data Standard on public procurement starting with major infrastructure 
projects as an early priority, including the new Mexico City International 
Airport, in accordance to Mexican regulations

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Transparency 
and Integrity

We will include the Principles for Integrity in Public Procurement into 
our national standard procedure

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting

As a founding member of the Contracting 5 (C5), we support the 
implementation of Open Contracting as an effective monitoring tool 
to promote accountability and increase transparency worldwide 
by releasing structured, interoperable and reusable data around 
procurement's whole lifecycle, including planning, tendering, award, 
implementation and evaluation stages

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Debarment 
Database

We commit to establishing accessible databases of companies with 
final convictions

Underway

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting

We will propose reforms to the federal regulatory framework related 
to public procurement in responsibility of the executive in order to 
promote the principles of Open Contracting to include the planning and 
execution stages

Underway

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting in 

Health

Recognizing the financial, economic and developmental importance 
of health and pharmaceutical procurement, we commit to explore 
the implementation open contracting in this sector, according to our 
national legislation, and with the support from international partners in 
implementing this commitment

Underway
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NEW ZEALAND

Assessment by Transparency International New 
Zealand (TI-NZ):

“Progress has been completed on the pledges to: explore 
the register of company corruption convictions; implement 
FATF recommendations on beneficial ownership and the 
extension of standards to prevent money laundering; 
support the establishment of an International Anti-
Corruption Law Enforcement Coordination Centre; support 
of the UNCAC provisions including denial of entry to 
specific individuals who are identified as being involved in 
grand scale corruption;  sign up to the Common Reporting 
Standard Initiative; and to engage with international 
organisations through multilateral fora on the development 
of internationally endorsed guidelines for the return of 
stolen goods.

“As well as the pledges monitored by the Pledge Tracker, 
New Zealand continues to pursue initiatives aimed are 
addressing corruption in sport. It is working closely with 
the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and has its own 
Sporting Integrity Review in development.”

SUCCESSES
“A success story centers on the transparency-activism 
of the Coalition Government which supports progress on 
the pledges, including giving consideration to tidying up 
what are soft pledges (such as “to explore”).  The Minister 
of Justice and Open Data has indicated some interest in 
leading the EU on developing a public register of beneficial 
ownership in New Zealand; in the meantime, work is 
underway to specify the nature of information that should 
be disclosed about beneficial ownership.

“A continuing trend is the proactivity of growing numbers 
of public servants, who are increasingly knowledgeable 
about corruption prevention and strengthening integrity 
systems, and who have been given an opportunity by the 
Coalition Government to bring a return to the practice of 
free and frank advice. This behaviour is consistent with 
the 2016 Corruption Perceptions Index, published early in 
2017, which reported New Zealand’s public sector in first 
place. At the same time, with the Serious Fraud Office’s 
increased resources for addressing corruption, there 
has been growth in the number of cases of corruption 
identified and prosecuted.”

CHALLENGES 

“Key disappointment relates to the softness of the pledges 
made in 2016 and the lack of commitment to them.  
This delayed New Zealand’s progress on completing its 
pledges until the change of Government in late 2017. 
Although domestic corruption in New Zealand appears 
low, responses to the threat of international corruption 
must be robust. 

“There has been disappointingly slow progress in 
developing a public register for overseas beneficial 
ownership of all legal entities.  TI-NZ would like to see a 
commitment to implement (rather than simply explore) 
a register of company corruption convictions along with 
increased investigation of corporate bribery, corruption and 
fraud.  TI-NZ continues to be disappointed that facilitation 
payments are legal offshore.

“As procurement policy has developed with more rigorous 
supply-chain assessment, evidence has been found of 
human trafficking here.  This has led to a recognition 
that more work is required to end this inhumane corrupt 
practice.”

“In the last year, New Zealanders have 
increasingly understood the threat of large-
scale international corruption and the role 
our country can play coordinating with 
other governments to prevent corruption.  
Increased activism here is reflected in the 
level of activity undertaken on delivering 
anti-corruption pledges so far.

Transparency International New Zealand
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of New Zealand has made on delivering commitments 
from the Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

11  New Zealand Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522722/New_
Zealand.pdf 

The commitments listed here are taken from New 
Zealand’s country statement, which includes other 
commitments across different themes.11

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Register
New Zealand commits to exploring the establishment of a public 
central register of company beneficial ownership information

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
International 

Law 
Enforcement

New Zealand will also continue to implement bilateral 
arrangements that will ensure law enforcement in one partner 
country has full and effective access to the beneficial ownership 
information of companies incorporated in the other partner 
country

Underway

Law Enforcement

International 
Anti-

Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

New Zealand will support the proposal to establish an 
International Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement Coordination 
Centre (‘IACCC’) by nominating a representative to the IACCC

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Debarment 
Database

New Zealand will explore establishing an accessible and central 
database of companies with final convictions for bribery and 
corruption offences, and ways of sharing information on corrupt 
bidders across borders

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Transparency 
and Integrity

New Zealand will continue and intensify efforts to develop 
procurement capability, including initiatives that safeguard integrity 
in the procurement process

Ongoing

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522722/New_Zealand.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522722/New_Zealand.pdf
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NIGERIA

Assessment by Civil Society Legislative Advocacy 
Centre (CISLAC):

“The Nigerian Government has been taking several steps 
towards ensuring the implementation of the commitments 
that were made at the Summit, but citizens are welcoming 
and interpreting the efforts differently. Some argue that the 
legal frameworks and policies are inadequate for allowing 
the proper implementation of these commitments.12 
Meanwhile, others believe that the fight against corruption 
in Nigeria is quite disproportionate:13 there is a feeling 
from some quarters that the ordinary citizens are not 
benefitting from the fight against corruption in Nigeria, as 
was the intent for making these commitments in the first 
place14, and that institutions are being used for partisan 
engagement. Others feel like it has not built unity among 
the multifaceted interests as represented by the people of 
Nigeria as a whole15, and that bureaucracy is a challenge 
in the collaboration between anti-corruption agencies. 
There has been a public call to overhaul and review the 
fight against corruption in Nigeria in response to the 
commitments that were made by the government at the 
Summit.16 

“Out of the 32 commitments that fall under 12 major 
thematic issues, 14 have been completed, 12 are in 
progress and 6 are still inactive or there is no data in the 
public space on them.17

SUCCESSES

“The Government has made efforts to further the 
implementation of the Summit commitments. This includes 
the Ease of Business Executive order,18 the adoption of 
the circular for the beneficial ownership disclosure for all 
entities,19 and the advancement of the development of the 
Public Procurement dashboard.

12  https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2017/12/10/anti-corruption-day-honour-commitments-implement-policies-instituted-against-corruption-buhari-urged/
13  https://africa.cgtn.com/2018/02/13/nigeria-buharis-anti-corruption-war/
14  https://orientaltimes.co/2018/08/22/nigerians-not-feeling-impact-buharis-anti-corruption-war-umahi/
15  https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/04/nigerians-anti-corruption-war/; http://scannewsnigeria.com/news/nigeria-government-anti-corruption-war-compromised-the-adams-oshiomhole-
case/, https://www.today.ng/news/nigeria/anti-corruption-war-advance-nigerias-unity-governor-umahi-tells-president-buhari-145084
16  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312672162_A_Review_of_Anti-Corruption_Wars_in_Nigeria
17  Not all of the commitments mentioned here fall under the six thematic issues covered in this report.
18  http://www.nta.ng/news/policy/20170521-a-summary-of-the-executive-order-on-ease-of-doing-business-in-nigeria/
19  https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2017/02/10/establishment-of-beneficial-ownership-register-in-the-offing-to-unmask-real-owners-of-companies/

“The increased collaborative partnership between 
government officials and civil society practitioners has 
enhanced planning, implementation and accountability 
over these commitments as well as data sharing.”

CHALLENGES

“The disappointments and challenges are in the areas 
of the bureaucratic struggles within the anti-corruption 
agencies operating within the country. There is a lack 
of coordination with these institutions and the fight for 
legitimacy and attribution slows down the results that 
would be achieved.

“Also, the remediation of the gaps identified in the 
implementation of these policies has not been as fast as 
anticipated. There is a sense of alienation from the people 
and the issues, which causes a lack of ownership of the 
entire process.”

“We are committed to make government 
accessible, responsive and accountable 
to the citizens and create a Nigeria 
where legislators and policy makers 
are safeguarding citizens’ rights and 
welfare, while citizens effectively demand 
accountability.

Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre, Nigeria

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2017/12/10/anti-corruption-day-honour-commitments-implement-policies-instituted-against-corruption-buhari-urged/
https://africa.cgtn.com/2018/02/13/nigeria-buharis-anti-corruption-war/
https://orientaltimes.co/2018/08/22/nigerians-not-feeling-impact-buharis-anti-corruption-war-umahi/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/04/nigerians-anti-corruption-war/
http://scannewsnigeria.com/news/nigeria-government-anti-corruption-war-compromised-the-adams-oshiomhole-case/
http://scannewsnigeria.com/news/nigeria-government-anti-corruption-war-compromised-the-adams-oshiomhole-case/
https://www.today.ng/news/nigeria/anti-corruption-war-advance-nigerias-unity-governor-umahi-tells-president-buhari-145084
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312672162_A_Review_of_Anti-Corruption_Wars_in_Nigeria
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Nigeria has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

20  Nigeria Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523799/NIGERIA-_FINAL_
COUNTRY_STATEMENT-UK_SUMMIT.pdf 

The commitments listed here are taken from Nigeria’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes.20

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset 
Recovery

Asset Recovery 
Guidelines

We commit to developing internationally endorsed guidelines for 
the transparent and accountable management of returned stolen 
assets

Ongoing

Asset 
Recovery

Legislation
We commit to the strengthening of our asset recovery legislation, 
including through non-conviction based confiscation powers and 
the introduction of unexplained wealth orders

Underway

Beneficial 
Ownership

Automatic 
Exchange of 
Information

We commit to joining the pilot initiative for automatic exchange of 
beneficial information

Inactive

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public Register

Nigeria is committed to establishing a public central register of 
company beneficial ownership information. (The President of 
Nigeria has presented a draft Money Laundering Prevention and 
Prohibition Bill to the National Assembly in February, 2016. This 
Bill has defined Beneficial Ownership in line with FATF standards)

Inactive

Beneficial 
Ownership

Property
Nigeria will establish a transparent central register of foreign 
companies bidding on public contracts and buying property

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
International Law 

Enforcement

We are committed to implementing bilateral arrangements 
that will ensure law enforcement in one partner country has full 
and effective access to the beneficial ownership information of 
companies incorporated in the other partner country

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Property

We are taking steps to ensure transparency of the ownership and 
control of all companies involved in property purchase and public 
contracting. Nigeria is already collating this information through 
the Extractive Industry Initiative process and would extend it to 
other sectors

Ongoing

Law 
Enforcement

International 
Anti-Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

We support the establishment of an International Anti-Corruption 
Coordination Center [sic] to be managed by National Crimes [sic] 
Agency, UK. We will work with NCA in promoting this centre in the 
African region

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting in 

Health

We will apply the Open Contracting Data Standard to the 
following major projects – Building of Health Centers [sic] and 
Improvement of Health Services 

Inactive

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting Data 

Standard

We will work towards full implementation of the principles of the 
Open Contracting Data Standard, focusing on major projects 
as an early priority. We will apply the Open Contracting Data 
Standard to the following major projects – (i) Development of 
Refineries in the oil Sector; (ii) Building of Health Centers [sic] 
and Improvement of Health Services; (iii) Building of Roads and 
other Infrastructures; (iv) Building of Schools and Improving 
Transparency in the Management of Education Funds and (v) 
Investment in the Power Sector

Ongoing

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523799/NIGERIA-_FINAL_COUNTRY_STATEMENT-UK_SUMMIT.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523799/NIGERIA-_FINAL_COUNTRY_STATEMENT-UK_SUMMIT.pdf
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RUSSIA

Assessment by Transparency International Russia 
(TI-Russia):

“Although there have been some improvements and real 
steps towards commitments being fulfilled, the sanctions 
pressure is getting higher and higher. This pressure 
threatens both the ability of Russian enforcement agencies 
to cooperate with their foreign colleagues as well as 
the openness of national registers and other business 
information. 

“Therefore, it is highly unlikely to see any serious 
improvements in the next few years – although some 
minor positive changes are happening all the way, so it is 
important to note that that Russia does not completely 
deny its commitments. Progress is on its way, but very 
slowly.”

SUCCESSES

“In March 2017 the General Prosecutor’s Office created a 
special working unit in order to retrieve assets and money 
stolen by corrupt criminals abroad.

“The Federal Tax Authority published information about the 
average number of employees in Russian legal entities, in 
open data format in August 2018. The Authority plans to 
publish financial information, including profit, income and 
more, in open data format later this autumn (excluding 
entities under EU or US sanctions). 

“Russia finally joined all multilateral tax information 
exchange agreements and is waiting to run the process 
from 2019. 

“Lawyers, auditors, notaries etc. are obliged to adhere to 
the ‘Know Your Customer’ (KYC) principle, which includes 
an obligation to take measures to be sure that money paid 
by clients has a ‘clean’ history.” 

CHALLENGES

“Since Russia has been excluded from the G8, the Open 
Data Charter has fallen off of the agenda and there has 
been no progress on its implementation. Moreover, 
since May 2018, when the President took the office and 
dismissed the old cabinet of ministers (in accordance with 
the Russian Constitution), the federal authority on Open 
Government has ceased to exist. 

“We also do not even see proposals to create registers of 
company beneficial ownership information, unfortunately.  

“Worryingly, some state-owned companies can 
now officially hide their business information if under 
international sanctions. This includes, for instance, the 
right not to publish names of entities participating in 
companies’ public procurement on the internet, and the 
right to hide counterparties’ names in public contracts.”

“
The pressure of sanctions encourages 
Russian authorities to decrease the 
transparency of state-owned businesses 
and their counterparts, therefore 
increasing corruption risks. Unfortunately, 
we have no hope for serious positive 
changes in the near future

Transparency International Russia
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Russia has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

21  Russia Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522727/Russian_
Federation.pdf

The commitments listed here are taken from Russia’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes.21

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery
Accountable 
Repatriation

We will ensure availability of national competent authority for 
detection, seizure and return of corrupt assets from foreign 
jurisdictions

No Data

Asset Recovery
Accountable 
Repatriation

We will extend the use of international cooperation 
mechanisms for detection, seizure and return of corrupt 
assets from foreign jurisdictions

No Data

Beneficial Ownership
Access to 

Domestic Law 
Enforcement

We commit to ensuring that national law enforcement 
agencies and financial intelligence unit have full and effective 
access to beneficial ownership information for companies 
and other legal entities registered within their jurisdiction

No Data

Beneficial Ownership

Access to 
International 

Law 
Enforcement

We commit to implement bilateral arrangements that will 
ensure law enforcement and financial intelligence units in 
one partner country has full and effective access to the 
beneficial ownership information of companies incorporated 
in the other partner country

Ongoing

Open Data
Open Data 

Charter
We will implement the principles of the Open Data Charter Dropped

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522727/Russian_Federation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522727/Russian_Federation.pdf
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SOUTH KOREA

Assessment by Transparency International Korea   
(TI Korea):

“Overall, South Korea’s commitments have not been 
properly implemented.

“Even though there are some developments in some 
areas, many commitments are not fully implemented, and 
in some cases it is impossible to confirm whether or not 
commitments have been fulfilled.”

SUCCESSES

“The Korean Government has strengthened the 
identification system of beneficial ownership information of 
clients of financial companies and financial institutions.

“The media says that the prosecution has started to 
investigate the flight of capital this year, because President 
Moon has ordered such an investigation.

“The Korean anti-corruption agency, the Anti-Corruption 
and Civil Rights Commission (ACRC), has done several 
partnership programs with other countries and organized 
several events, largely with Asian countries.

“There has been some progress in protecting whistle-
blowers.”

CHALLENGES

“The Korean government has only strengthened the 
identification system of financial institutions; other sectors 
were not covered by this policy, including the designated 
non-financial business and professions (DNFBPs). And the 
financial companies are not asked to do enhanced due 
diligence on Korean PEPs.

“All companies and entities are not obliged to collect 
and manage the beneficial ownership information of their 
shareholders.

“Access to beneficial ownership information is restricted 
because the information collected by the legal entities is 
limited and access rights to the information are not fully 
established.”

“
We want to focus on the transparency 
of beneficial ownership among the 
implementation of commitments.

Transparency International Korea
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OVERVIEW

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of South Korea has made on delivering commitments from 
the Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

22  Republic of Korea Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522725/
Republic_of_Korea.pdf

The commitments listed here are taken from South Korea’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes.22

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery Legislation

We commit to strengthen our asset recovery legislation, 
and support a broader use of regional asset recovery 
practitioners’ network, such as ARIN-AP which Korea 
holds a role of Secretariat

Inactive

Beneficial Ownership

Information 
collection, 
sharing, 

availability

We commit to employ all available means to meet the 
FATF standards on beneficial ownership that may include 
law enforcement agencies have full and effective access 
to beneficial ownership information for companies and 
other legal entities

Ongoing

Public Procurement
Open 

Contracting

We, with the Online E-Procurement System we have 
developed, commit to ensure transparency in public 
procurement

Ongoing

Whistleblower/
Civil Society Space 

Protection

Protecting 
Whistleblowers

We commit to provide adequate protection to those who 
report corruption by strictly applying the ‘Act on anti-
corruption and the Establishment and Operation of the 
Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights Commission’ and the 
‘Act on the Protection of Public Interest Whistleblowers’ 

Ongoing

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522725/Republic_of_Korea.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522725/Republic_of_Korea.pdf
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SPAIN

Assessment by Transparency International Spain 
(TI-Spain)

“Since the start of this project, TI-Spain has been keeping 
constant and constructive contact with the representatives 
of the Spanish Ministry of Justice. Working alongside 
them, TI-Spain has advised on how to accomplish the 
pledges in the best way possible. Monitoring the pledges 
has been a considerable effort; TI-Spain has attended 
two personal meetings with high officials of the Ministry of 
Justice and has been working intensively through e-mail 
and phone. 

“The Spanish Government now publishes all of the 
information on its implementation efforts on a special 
section of the Ministry of Justice’s main website.23 At 
present, almost all commitments have been achieved. 
TI-Spain has held a public event to demonstrate the 
failure to comply with the assumed commitments and has 
also dedicated a special section for this project on the 
chapter’s website.”24

SUCCESSES

“The Government has been committed to fulfil the 
pledges, but this was only after TI-Spain’s decision to go 
public with the failure and the presentation of the official 
report before the UN Assembly. So, it´s necessary to take 
into consideration that this determination was boosted by 
civil society advocacy and the possibility that the image of 
the government was compromised.”

CHALLENGES

“The main disappointment was to observe that without 
the civil society’s watch, the commitments would have 
fallen on deaf ears until now.

23  http://www.mjusticia.gob.es/cs/Satellite/Portal/es/area-internacional/cumbre-londres-2016
24  https://transparencia.org.es/seguimiento-por-ti-espana-de-los-compromisos-del-gobierno-contra-la-corrupcion/
25  Spain Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522730/Spain.pdf 

“Regarding the challenges ahead, there are still some 
minor actions to be made, as two of the commitments are 
still with the “ongoing” or “underway” status, but these are 
likely to be fulfilled shortly.”

OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Spain has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

The commitments listed here are taken from Spain’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes.25 

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset 
Recovery

Accountable 
Repatriation

Since last May 6, a central database of bank accounts is fully 
operational in Spain. Notwithstanding this significant improvement, 
Spain will continue its commitment to developing adequate tools to 
strengthen the ability to trace and recover stolen assets

Complete

Asset 
Recovery

Global Asset 
Recovery 

Forum
Spain is willing to participate in the Global Forum for Asset Recovery Complete

“Once made, the pledges became relegated 
and forgotten, and were not even translated. 
With the advocacy and continuous support 
and tracking of TI-Spain, an almost complete 
fulfilment of the 26 assumed commitments 
was achieved. It is undeniable that there 
is determination by the government, that 
made considerable efforts to fulfil, but this 
determination would have come to nothing 
if civil society does not exercise its key role: 
to demand accountability.

Transparency International Spain

http://www.mjusticia.gob.es/cs/Satellite/Portal/es/area-internacional/cumbre-londres-2016
https://transparencia.org.es/seguimiento-por-ti-espana-de-los-compromisos-del-gobierno-contra-la-corrupcion/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522730/Spain.pdf
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Asset 
Recovery

Training and 
Assistance

Spain commits to fully develop the functions for which the Asset 
Recovery and Management Office was created so it becomes a pillar 
in the fight against crime

Complete

Asset 
Recovery

Asset 
Recovery 
Guidelines

Spain supports the development of internationally-endorsed guidelines 
for the transparent and accountable management of returned stolen 
assets

Complete

Asset 
Recovery

Legislation
Spain commits to strictly enforce its asset recovery legislation, 
including through non-conviction based confiscation, extended 
confiscation and confiscation from a third party

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
International 

Law 
Enforcement

Spain is committed to ensure Spanish law enforcement authorities 
share the beneficial ownership information available in the Spanish 
central database with counterparts in third countries. We call other 
countries to follow an equivalent commitment in terms of sharing 
beneficial ownership information

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
Domestic Law 
Enforcement

Spain will continue its commitment to ensuring that financial 
intelligence unit, law enforcement agencies and tax agency have 
full and effective access to beneficial ownership information for 
companies and other legal entities registered in Spain

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Automatic 
Exchange of 
Information

As one of the signatories of the G5 initiative, Spain is fully committed 
in the development of the pilot initiative for automatic exchange of 
beneficial ownership information

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Central 
Register

The Spanish land registry and registry of movable assets centralize 
all the information regarding the owners of the land, real estate 
or movable assets irrespective of the citizenship of the acquiring 
person. The combined use of this tool and the information available 
concerning the beneficial ownership information of every company 
buying one of these properties have proved to be a very useful tool. 
Spain welcomes the establishment of transparent central registers of 
foreign companies bidding on public contracts and buying property

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Central 
Register

Spain will continue its commitment to achieve the highest level of 
transparency, currently guaranteed by the Spanish central register of 
company beneficial ownership information

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Property 
& Public 

Contracting

Spain will take steps to ensure transparency of the ownership and 
control of all companies involved in property purchase and public 
contracting

Complete

Law 
enforcement

Legislation
Spain commits to implement the robust provisions of the Penal Code 
in the fight against corruption

Ongoing

Law 
Enforcement

International 
Anti-

Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

Spain welcomes the UK initiative to establish an independent 
International Anti-Corruption Coordination Centre (IACCC) and 
expresses its willingness to collaborate with this Centre, as well as 
the readiness of the Spanish law enforcement bodies to keep fighting 
grand corruption and boosting international cooperation

Underway

Public 
Procurement

Transparency 
and Integrity

Spain will continue to promote maximum transparency in public 
procurement procedures, only limited by due respect to confidentiality 
obligations deriving from EU Law (in particular, relevant EU Directives)

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Corrupt 
Bidders

Spain commits to exploring ways of sharing information on corrupt 
bidders across borders

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Transparency 
and Integrity

Spain will set up a governance scheme aimed at detecting non-
compliance or problems of systemic character within the public 
procurement procedures. Results of this activity of surveillance and 
supervision will be properly disclosed

Complete
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SWITZERLAND

Assessment by Transparency International 
Switzerland (TI-Switzerland): 

“Overall, the Swiss Government has implemented its Anti-
Corruption Summit commitments well so far. However, 
most of the Swiss commitments relate to the development 
of international instruments or don’t have strong binding 
character. “

SUCCESSES

“All of Switzerland’s commitments have seen activity 
and progress since the Summit - none are inactive, 
overdue or dropped.

“Switzerland has been proactive in implementing its 
commitments from the Summit, specifically on issues 
relevant to limiting grand corruption. Switzerland 
was involved in designing and establishing the 
International Anti-Corruption Coordination Centre 
(IACCC) which is hosted in London, and remains an 
observer and participant in the IACCC’s Governance 
Board. The Swiss government has also delivered on 
its asset recovery commitments, both in strengthening 
legislation and through working with international 
partners to develop Guidelines for the Efficient 
Recovery of Stolen Assets (the Lausanne Guidelines) 
and in developing good practices on asset return. 

“Furthermore, Switzerland continues fighting 
against corruption in sport. It joined the International 
Partnership against Corruption in Sport and adopted 
legislation criminalizing the manipulation of sports 
competitions.”

CHALLENGES

“Many of Switzerland’s commitments are vague, and 
as a result have proven difficult to concretely track 
progress on. Whilst Switzerland is progressing well 
on implementing the commitments it has made, the 
vagueness and non-binding nature of the pledges 
displays a lack of ambition in Switzerland’s anti-
corruption efforts in recent years. We hope to see 
more direct and concrete action from the Swiss 
government in the future. 

“While there is significant activity on commitments 
relevant to the international anti-corruption efforts 
– on international law enforcement coordination, 
asset recovery guidelines and access to beneficial 
ownership information – there is slower movement on 
the more domestic pledges.” 

“
In general the Swiss Government 
implements its Anti-Corruption Summit 
commitments well. However most of 
the Swiss commitments relate to the 
development of international instruments 
or don’t have (strong) binding character.

Transparency International Switzerland
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Switzerland has made on delivering commitments from 
the Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

26  Switzerland Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522732/Switzerland.
pdf 

The commitments listed here are taken from Switzerland’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes.26

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery
Asset Recovery 

Guidelines
We commit to engaging in the development of internationally-
endorsed guidelines for the efficient recovery of stolen assets

Complete

Asset Recovery Legislation
We commit to strengthen asset recovery legislation, including 
through administrative freezes and non-conviction based 
confiscation powers

Complete

Asset Recovery
Asset Recovery 

Guidelines

We commit to engaging in the development of internationally 
endorsed guidelines for the transparent and accountable 
management of returned stolen assets

Complete

Asset Recovery Compensation

We will engage in the development of common principles 
governing the payment of compensation to the countries 
affected, to ensure that such payments are made safely, fairly 
and in a transparent manner

Ongoing

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
Domestic Law 
Enforcement

We commit to ensuring that law enforcement agencies 
have full, timely and effective access to beneficial ownership 
information for companies and other legal persons registered 
within our jurisdiction, particularly by ensuring that companies 
are represented by an administrator or director domiciled in 
Switzerland

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
International Law 

Enforcement

We commit to the effective international exchange between law 
enforcement authorities of beneficial ownership information of 
companies and other legal persons and arrangements on a case-
by-case basis.

Complete

Beneficial 
Ownership

Information 
collection, 
sharing, 

availability

We commit to fully implementing the FATF standards on 
transparency and beneficial ownership of legal persons and 
arrangements and have taken legislative measures to this effect 
which entered into force on 1 January 2016

Underway

Law 
Enforcement

International 
Anti-Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

We will actively participate in efforts to establish a new 
International Anti-Corruption Coordination Centre to complement 
and help draw together existing structures with a view to 
streamlining and focusing international cooperation in cases of 
grand corruption with international dimensions

Complete

Public 
Procurement

Corrupt Bidders
We commit to exploring ways of sharing information on corrupt 
bidders across borders

Ongoing

Public 
Procurement

Debarment 
Database

We commit to exploring ways of establishing central databases 
of companies with final convictions

Underway

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522732/Switzerland.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522732/Switzerland.pdf
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UNITED KINGDOM

Assessment by Transparency International UK     
(TI-UK):

“The UK Government’s progress on implementing the 
commitments it made at the 2016 Anti-Corruption Summit 
has been mixed. While just over half of the commitments 
are now complete, a third are overdue. 

“Of the completed commitments, a number of these were 
delivered on time or nearly on time (within three months 
after the Government’s own deadline). Among these were 
the UK’s beneficial ownership register, the Global Forum 
on Asset Recovery, and the consultation into Unexplained 
Wealth Orders (“UWOs” – which the Government took 
further and legislated for in 2017). In contrast, although 
the Government has now introduced a cross-government 
Anti-Corruption Strategy for 2017-2022, it did so a year 
after its own deadline.

“While it is good news that the UK has delivered 
on over half of its commitments, a number of other 
important commitments are now overdue. This includes 
legislation for a public beneficial ownership register of 
companies that own or buy UK property or bid for UK 
Government contracts, a new conviction check at the 
Crown Commercial Service to prevent corrupt bidders 
winning public contracts, enhancing company disclosure 
of commodity trading payments, and consulting on 
extending the ‘failure to prevent’ approach to corporate 
offending to other economic crimes. 

“The apparent inaction on some of these commitments 
gives cause for concern that these important issues are 
not being seen as a priority.”

SUCCESSES

“The UK’s UWOs commitment was to consult on stronger 
asset recovery legislation, including the introduction of 
UWOs. Committing to a consultation demonstrated the 
UK’s desire to build a robust, evidence-based policy in 
this area, but there was also a risk that this would limit 
how far the UK ultimately took its efforts. In the end, 
the UK not only consulted (on time) but went on to 
legislate, operationalise, and use these orders. This is 
enormous progress in terms of asset recovery – and a real 
demonstration of leadership from the UK.

“Although delivered a year late and missing some key 
policy areas, publication of the UK’s Anti-Corruption 
Strategy 2017-2022 was an ambitious commitment to 
deliver against, and one that has done well in terms of 
reinforcing certain Summit commitments and clarifying 
others (e.g. adding deadlines).”

CHALLENGES

“A current concern is how the Government appears 
not to be progressing on its commitment to consult on 
extending corporate liability to other economic crimes 
(including money laundering). It opened a call for evidence 
in January 2017 which closed in March 2017, and has yet 
to publish the results or open a formal consultation. The 
Government’s responses to concerns about this delay 
have been inadequate. The UK Government also failed to 
meet its own deadline in legislating for a public register of 
the real owners of overseas companies that own or buy 
UK property or bid for Government contracts. However, 
the Government has now published a draft bill for 
consultation and reiterated its commitment to introducing 
an operational register.”

UK Anti-Corruption Pledge Tracker: 
www.ukanticorruptionpledgetracker.org 

“While it is good news that the UK has 
delivered on over half of its commitments, 
a number of other important commitments 
are now overdue. The UK will need to do 
more if it is to show momentum isn’t 
waning.

Transparency International UK

http://www.ukanticorruptionpledgetracker.org
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government of the UK has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

The commitments listed here are taken from the UK’s country statement, which includes other commitments across 
different themes.27

27  United Kingdom Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522749/
United_Kingdom.pdf 

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery Legislation
The UK is consulting on stronger asset recovery 
legislation, including non-conviction based confiscation 
powers and the introduction of unexplained wealth orders

Complete

Asset Recovery
Global Asset 

Recovery Forum

The UK will work with others to establish a Global 
Forum for Asset Recovery and will provide resources to 
support it. We will co-host the inaugural meeting of the 
Global Forum with the United States of America in 2017, 
focusing on Nigeria, Ukraine, Tunisia and Sri Lanka

Complete

Beneficial Ownership Public Register
The UK’s public central register of company beneficial 
ownership information for all companies incorporated in 
the UK will be launched in June 2016

Complete

Beneficial Ownership
Property & Public 

Contracting

The UK will also establish a public register of company 
beneficial ownership information for foreign companies 
who already own or buy property in the UK, or who bid 
on UK central government contracts

Overdue

Law Enforcement

International 
Anti-Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

The UK will work with others to establish an International 
Anti-Corruption Coordination Centre and will provide 
people and resources to support it

Complete

Public Procurement
Open 

Contracting Data 
Standard

The UK Crown Commercial Service will implement the 
Open Contracting Data Standard by October 2016. 
The UK is trialling the principles of this Standard in High 
Speed Two (HS2). The UK will join the new Contracting 5 
group to promote open contracting globally

Complete

Public Procurement Corrupt Bidders

The UK will introduce a conviction check process to 
prevent corrupt bidders with relevant convictions from 
winning public contracts, and is committed to exploring 
ways of sharing such information across borders

Overdue

Whistleblower/
Civil Society Space 

Protection

Protecting 
Whistleblowers

The UK is committed to providing effective protections 
for whistleblowers and made recent legislative changes 
to make the system more transparent. The UK will review 
the effectiveness of these changes

No Data

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522749/United_Kingdom.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522749/United_Kingdom.pdf
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UKRAINE

Assessment by Transparency International Ukraine 
(TI-Ukraine)

“If we take into account only those commitments that 
are referred to in this project then we have to state 
that Ukraine has been a leader when it comes to 
implementation of commitments. But neither state nor 
society were paying much attention to the commitments, 
and for some of the commitments there have been steps 
forwards and steps backward. Most of the commitments 
mentioned in the pledge tracker didn’t have any or 
significant progress this year.

“However, it should be noted that Ukraine made a 
wider range of commitments during the Anti-Corruption 
Summit, and the Government had significant success in 
implementing some of them: launching Ukraine’s Registry 
of Declarations of public officials, overseeing a wide-
ranging programme of Judicial Reform (with creation of 
High Anti-Corruption Court on the way), for example.”

SUCCESSES

“One of the success stories is the public procurement 
system in Ukraine, ProZorro. ProZorro is a public 
e-procurement system that has replaced old paper-based 
state tenders. It is a hybrid open-source system that links 
a central database to commercial e-tender platforms.

“With ProZorro, Ukraine’s public procurement system 
is now online. Any person, media professional or 
representative of oversight bodies can be virtually present 
in the bidding procedure. All attempts to run a rigged 
tender become visible to the public immediately. The 
system maintains a read-only history of edits and changes, 
and enables one to view deleted documents.

“A simple and public process for determining the winner 
is in place. Any bidder or procurement entity can see 
who took part in the bid and file an online complaint. The 
system provides full access to commercial proposals of all 
participants and the bidding process log.”

CHALLENGES

“Even though several of Ukraine’s commitments refer to 
beneficial ownership transparency, the implementation of 
these commitments has barely gone past declaration or 
memorandum phase. The Government seems to not be 
interested in investing any efforts in opening up company 
beneficial ownership information.  A register of Politically 
Exposed Persons (PEPs) was created, however this was 
by a non-governmental organisation rather than by the 
Government.   

“Some commitments - like fundamental reform of the 
Prosecutor General’s Office and the establishment 
of an International Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement 
Coordination Centre – appear to have happened on paper, 
but in reality have not been implemented at all.

“Anti-corruption bodies should be fully independent 
and capable, but upholding this has been a challenge. 
There were attempts to destroy the independence of 
the National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU) for the past 
year, whilst the National Agency for Corruption Prevention 
(NAPC), for example, has not been independent almost 
since its creation.”

“
The Ukrainian Government made 
ambitious commitments at the Summit, 
but only a low percentage of them have 
actually been implemented. Moreover, 
some established changes have even 
been rolled back due to lack of dedication 
from the state

Transparency International Ukraine
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OVERVIEW 

This table summarises the progress that the government 
of Ukraine has made on delivering commitments from the 
Summit, across six themes, since 2016. 

28  Ukraine Anti-Corruption Summit Country Statement (May 2016) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522853/Ukraine.pdf 

The commitments listed here are taken from Ukraine’s 
country statement, which includes other commitments 
across different themes.28

Theme Focus Issue Summit Commitment Status

Asset Recovery
Global Asset 

Recovery 
Forum

To support victims, take further steps to improve asset recovery 
legislation, in particular implementing EU Directive 2014/42, 
operationalise the National Agency for Detection, Tracing and 
Management of Proceeds of Corruption and Other Crimes 
in 2017 and participate with others in the International Asset 
Recovery Forum 2017

Complete

Asset Recovery Legislation
Improve asset recovery legislation, in particular implementing EU 
Directive 2014/42

Inactive

Beneficial 
Ownership

Information 
collection, 
sharing, 

availability

Putting in place mechanisms to verify the accuracy of the 
Beneficial Ownership information provided by companies and 
enforce compliance with the obligation to submit this information 
by June of 2017

Inactive

Beneficial 
Ownership

Access to 
International 

Law 
Enforcement

Committing to implement bilateral agreements that provide full 
and effective access for law enforcement agencies and financial 
intelligence units of a partner country to information on the 
final beneficiaries of the companies registered in the territory of 
another partner country

Inactive

Beneficial 
Ownership

Public 
Contracting

Punish corruption by preventing corrupt bidders and those 
who seek to hide their beneficial owners from accessing public 
contracts and procurement by establishing accessible central 
databases and address ways of sharing information on corrupt 
bidders across borders

Overdue

Law 
Enforcement

International 
Anti-Corruption 
Coordination 

Centre

Welcoming to establish [sic] an International Anti-Corruption Law 
Enforcement Coordination Centre and expressing willingness to 
cooperate with it

Inactive

Public 
Procurement

Open 
Contracting

Protecting against and exposing misuse of public funds by 
continuing to make public procurement via e-platforms open 
by default to all, and sharing experiences by participating with 
Mexico and others in an international ‘Contracting Group’

Ongoing

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/522853/Ukraine.pdf
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