TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL UK PROJECT:

ASSESSING THE EXTENT OF CORRUPTION IN THE UK

Overall objective

To reduce corruption within UK society and institutions, and thereby improve the lives of individuals and sectors of society who are direct or indirect victims of corruption.

Project objectives

· To raise awareness of corruption in the UK through a nationwide survey of opinions about, and experiences of, corruption
· To provide data and information that will help to
· Inform the anti-corruption debate within the UK.
· Decide TI-UK’s future programme priorities in the area of domestic corruption
· Make other UK civil society organisations aware of how corruption may affect their work, directly and indirectly

Project summary

· The project will be a UK-wide research project

· This will be the first such anti-corruption research of its type in the UK.

· It will result in a final report that assesses the state of corruption in the UK and helps to identify priorities for TI-UK’s future work on domestic corruption.
· The project will last for 12 months.

Project rationale

Corruption in the UK is little researched and poorly understood. To date, there has been no comprehensive survey of corruption in the UK. Most UK-based corruption research, including that by TI-UK has focused on the role of the UK as an exporter of corruption, rather than on corruption within the UK. Where research has been done, corruption has been covered as an incidental activity in research whose objectives is to analyse different issues. 
This research will therefore be the first of its type in the UK. Transparency International’s 2007 Global Corruption Barometer, an annual Index that gives a high-level overview of the general public’s attitudes toward and experience of corruption in dozens of countries around the world, suggested that UK citizens perceive that corruption is getting worse in the UK, but did not reveal how, why or where. This research will help to answer the questions raised by the Barometer.

Furthermore, anecdotal evidence and reports in the media suggest that: a) there is a widespread belief that certain institutions and processes within the UK are vulnerable to corruption, for example, funding of political parties and local government planning; b) there are specific institutions in which corruption is a major problem – for example, the prison and immigration ; c) individuals feel helpless in the face of corruption when they believe that those who should be helping them are in fact perpetuating corrupt practices.

This project is therefore designed to

· Assess the extent of corruption within the UK
· Identify areas in which it is most prevalent
· Provide data and information that can be used by TI-UK and others – allowing TI-UK to sharpen its focus and allocate resources in its future work plans towards combating corruption in the UK.

